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FIQUES TIONS 


-.Þ Touching the ECCLESIAST wal 


Juriſdition and Cenſures (contradiftinQto Civill) now 
eagerly pretended to and challenged by a D IV/ I N E 
 '$ Reht, by ſome Over-rigid Preſbyterians, and Independents. 
Propounded to boththeſe Diſſenting Parties, for the further Diſcovery 
of Truth; the Preſervatiowot the (vill Chriftian Magiſtrates Intereft and 
as Ipceticr cromprimiſing of our preſent anhappy Controverſies toiching 
Li C HU RC H-Government > On which many now fo over.dore, 
"4 as to place the Whole King dome of Chrift and _q——— of 
Religion therein ; to repute all our former Refer , a rmeere 
"Nothing; the Church of Chriſt undone,and the execcilſe of their 
Miniſtry, not oncly fraitleſſe but anlawſull, foasthey 
cannot with good Con/cience continue, but threaten 
6 7elinguifh it fin caſe they cannot obtain their 
demand; of ſuch-an Exorbitant , 
Divine 7aſtitution, which Cb-ift and his 
claimed, exerciſed, 


- Propoſed ; publifhed by rw. Promne a Well.wiſher to Verity and Vwity, 
The SecondEdition with ſome Exlargements. 


4 


7 Lu. 22 24.25.26, Math.20,25,26.27. 
> 0D And th:re was a firife amongthem , which of them ſhould be accounted the Greatef#. *F 
i. - Bur Feſus called chern ithro him and ſaid ; ye know , that the Princes of the Gem- oB 
tiles Exerciſe Lordſbip(or Dominign)over thera, and they thar are great exerciſe Au- 
Thority xpon them ©, Bus it ſhall not be ſo among you ; But whoſoever will be Great of 
you, let him be your Servant ; Even as the Sonnc of wan care ,not to be Y 
 AMiniftred unto , but ro Miniffter.. ; I 
* x P4}:5.2,3, 9: Feed the flock of God which is among eu, tiking the overfight,( care) o 
of , hot by conſtraint, bur willingly;aot for filthy luchre, but of « ready bk 
k  Meirher azover-raling, (or being Lirds over) Gods Heritage, bur being caſainplesio g 
cloathed wich baai- 


'- - the flxck, Yea allot you, be ye ſubjeR oneto mother, aodbe 
jos lag 3ot God refftethithe Prog, anl giveth Grace to the bumble. 
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$3 ESTESESSSSS 8G 
Sixteenc Fmportant Queſtions touching 
the Ecclefiasticall Iurisdit:on and Cenſures, 


ContradiſtinQ tc Civil, now challenged 
by a Diviac Right, 


pray He ſerions conſileration of the injporiynate Cliimes of a 'new 


> - Al ' : * . l a R , 
; 22% A) kin 1: ot Eccleſtafticall Twriidiftion , by a pretended Divine 


Right , by taole very men who of late {oeagerly decluy- 
med againft the Old, as Anrichriftian and Papall , when 
( w challenged by our Prelats upen the ſelfe-ſame grounds and 


A Title, hath induced me to propound theſe fery Jmporrant 
Quciuons Ine over-eager proſecutors of this ſuppoſed Drvize Authority, 
at lealtyyiſe ro moderate, 1f not extinguiſh thoſe unſeaſonable deplorable late 

kindled flame s of Contention,ytich if nor timely preyented may provemore 
farall ro our Churches Kingdoms: then all the former Difſentions, and break. 

: forth into a new Civill Parre, betrweene tur ſelyes when. ie. have rorally 
4 vanquilked the Common Enemy, The Prelates defſerting of their undoub- 

red Jus hum inawm,and unadviled challenge of a ſus Divinum to advance, 

perpetuate their ſuri:diftions, and wearing mento this their Tele by a 
new,&c.Oath,yas the immediate forerunner, yea principal] meanes of the 

utter ſubyerlich buth of their Hirrarchy and eAxthority. And wee have 
<caule to feare that ſame over-riaged Prerbyterians tnconliderate zeale'y-in 
waving the Presbyteriall Authority veſted in them by an wnqueſtiinable 

Ordinance of Parliament(to their fu'l contents as moſt men deemed; ) and 
'reſorting to a mere dubious diſputable(pretended) Ins Divinums ( formerly 
laid aſide by both hoafes of Parliament and the Aſſembly, though now re. 

ſamed,revived,) the more highly ro advance and firmely ſettle it in oar 

Churches,may produce the like contrary unexpected efte&ts-and either re» 
| 'vVivethe o/d exploded Luciferian Epiſcopacy, or introduce thatmore feared 
] Anarebicall Hydra or Bable of Independenc y, which they moſt endeavour 
* to ſupprefſe; or ar leaſhyile revolve the cenſorius of correttive power of all 

ſcandalons finnes and ſinners ints the Civill Majeſtrates hands, the farre latelt 
of che 'three: cn whoſe behal &,I ſhall with the ſpiric of Peace and Meck 
zeſſe propole theſe following Queries, beth tro my Prerbyterian and Jnde- 
pendent Brethren; defiring their acquieſcens 1n,or lerious anſjyers to them 
+ afcer | wm deliberation , laying aſide all private Intereſts and dehignes, 

whatloever,yhich may miſgnide their Judgements) for the ſifting cur of 

- 4 that one Golden medinrm of ſacred Truth , which can only reconcile and 
eordiallyre-unitens in the Bonds of Love. | 

'T-Whether all ſcandalons Sins and Offences now pretended by Prezbyte. 

; Tian Or Tudependenss to be of Ecchefeticall cogniſance,be not by —_ OWn 
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ca 4 Sixteen Important Queſtions , ronching 


(#)Leri.30. Jnilicucion and Command | as well before , as under the Lay, and.corough 
oy _ out the Old Teſftarent , | inquirable,examinable , andto be derermined, 
17.210 8.10 12 'ged only by the remporall Majeftrates, or Civil powers , and puniſhed | 
23.10.10 34 2 Only with remporall or corporal! puniſhments, net by any Eccleſiaſticall . | 
Chron.23.17 « Perſons, Officers or Church-Cenſures cniy,diltiut from clyill;fince,weregd, | 
1 5.13.ludg.6. that che ſeyerall ſcandalous ſinnes of a) /dolatry.,(b) Carſing, Blaſpheming, | 


5 = . — (c)Sabbath-breaking,(d )Diſebedience to Parents natara! or civill (e ) Whore... | 
quad __ dow? , Adultery(f) inceſt, Rape Sedomy Buggerh:(£/ HMurther,(h) Witchcraft, | 
11.18, Sorcery, with ſundcy other finnes,were by Cods owne precept,to be inqut- | 
7 rrp red after,cenlured , puniſhed by the Temporall WMajeſftra' e,civill Congre- 
me we wh, gation.pwwers People a+d only, with civill puniſhments alone, as putting or 
17.1 Kings /f91ing to.death,burning | i | hanging (k' firer, ſtripes and the like,but never en- | 
24.10t016, Joyned ro be examined,cenſured by Ecclefiaſticall Perſons,Officers cr to be | 
Dan. z.29. puniſhed by. them with Chncch.cebſures, as Excommunuication, Suſpen- 
ns 5-  tionfrom che Paflcover, Circumcilion , Sacrifices , Feſtivalls, or any 
ed21- publike Ordinances then in uſe , or excluſion from the Temple or Syna- 
32,to 37 gogues, as the marginall texts demontrat. And more eſpecially. Ezra. 7. 
(4)Ex0d.zr, 25.26.yhere King Artaxerxes (ending Ezra the Prieft ( deſcended lini- 
19,17.Levit. ally from the High. Prieſts before him,as 1s evident by v.1.t06) up to {erm 
ay yang hr ſalem,yrirh a ſpeciall Commiſſicn to repaire the City, T emple,reſtore the ſer. 
ny #1 | ' vice of God therejn,and ſettle the Gavernment of chat place according to 
12.8x7+7. 25, the Law of God, yires him this command:: And thox-Ezra, .after the 
26., wiſdexe of thy God, that is in thine hand, ſet Majeiftrates and Judges that may 
(e)Gen.26.11 ;,, dge ALL THE PEOPLE that are beyond the River, all ſuch as kyow the 
C3, 34,bfs LAY OF THY GOD and teach yee them that _ thens not - _ | 
15,179.18. > WHOSOEVER WILL NOT 120 THE LAW OF THY GOD, «n 
D: ca 2.2210 the Law of the King; let Iwdgement bu executed ſpeedily againſt him, (not by 
25 Levi.18.6. Ezra the Prieſt, orany Ecclefiaſticali,Confiſtory or Presbyrery of Prieſts, 
wh 3, 2 - with meere Eccleſialticall Cenſures of Excommunication of ſuſpention 
(Lerie. 1s. from the Temple,cr publike Ordinances of Ged , no ſuch Church- Off 
22,t0 39.c.20, Crs. puniſhmenes being then known, or-inſtituted by Gods Law;but by the 
11,022. Afajeffrates and Judges appointed,,yho were to puniſh them only with 
_ +19. . temporallCenſures as the tollowing words thus reſolve JW hethey it be unto 
*y 6:20," DEATH, or e2 BANISHMENT, {or zo: CONFISCATION- OF GOODS 
(g)Cen.g.5.6 97 78 IMPRISONMENT : the only puniſhments, cenſures chen infliged ' 
Excd.21.12, on Delinquents a2aintt Geas Law,as well as againit the K 1ngs : Yea had 
13,1 "a there bin any other Cenſures Ecclefialticall diſtin from theſe remporall, , 
7. 24.1 Which ougheby any Divine Right or infticution to have bin chen inflicted 
Xing.2,32:035 PPON notorious ſcandalcus oftendorsagainſt Geds Law;by the bigh Prieft, | 
(s;Levir.zo 'or atzy other Charch Officers or. Iudicatory » nodoubr this deycut King 
27.Deurc.18. upcn this occaſion would have expreſly commanded Ezra the Prieſt him- 
- 5 qe _, _ ——_ 7 VT ar OI ” have =_ _ the 
. : me,vhen he gave him chis large Commiſhon,and exten o much ex. 


6&<)Decur.22.2 lo 


19.29,c.233,3 fraordinary faycur to him, that he cryes our in the- veſy ext enſuing | 
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2 Cor.11,23. words. v. 27, Blefſed be the Lord God of our Fathers , who hath put ſumcha | 
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Ecclefo officall Inriſdiflen and Ceaſure = 


this Commiſſion , and forecited direftion was inſpired into the Kings 
heart by God humſelfe,and fo melt conſonant to his written word and Law- 
ſoir infinuates, that by the Law of God inthole dayes,all ſcandalous Often. 
ders againit Gods Law were to be puniſhed only by the civill Majeſtrates 
and Judges wirh civill punithmencs,not by any Eccletiaſticall Officers , or 
Indic atcty, with any Church-ceniures whatſoever. This may be. further 


| evidenced by the Prieſts, Prophets, Peop:es,and Princes proceedings a- 

ozinlt [eremiah,& Vriah.yiho tor preaching and prophecying faifly, (as was 
' ' uppoled, were puniſhed by che King, and Princes, upon the Prieſt; , Pro. 
bets, peoples nm xlic tonsnecnſation on! y by* [mpriſoument > Death aloxe not *Ter.26 


y Charch-cenzres,Church Iudicatories: Yea Dewter. 1 3.5.Falſe Prophets throughout cx 


are exprefty exjoyned to be put to death by the Civill Majeſt+ its , not niſbed by 1 9,2:6,c.31. 
the Eccleſtafticall powers with excommunications or ſuſpemions, And it is moſt 33363713, - 
cleare and undeniab!e by the 1 King 22. 26.27. 2 Chron. 16.10.c:18.,25,26, © $,Xx 39 


Math.14.3.4.5.Luk,22.23. As 5.18.19.c.8.3.c.12.2.3.4.c,16.23.24.C-22 
19.20 t0.30,c.24 & 25,8 26 3 Cor 5,5 Heby. 11,36, 37. Thar both in the 
old and new.Teftament Falſe Prophets, Teachers and breachers of Erronious 
Doettrins;(or ſuch who were ſorepured though true )yea the Apoftls &Sainrs 
of Chriſt, tor preaching, profelſing the Goſpell and truth of G:d , amongett 
the Zewes and others who reputed it* Hereſte,S5iſme, or falſe Doftrine,com. 


| trary to\what.they had formerly received , were uſually. convented before * As 14, cx: 
| the civill Majeftrates , andpuniſhed with impriſonment; feripes, putting or ©*****. 


foning to death, and the like, but nct with Excommunication,or any Ec. 
Lleſialicall Cenſures of divine inſtitution thengh now made matters 
ofmeere Ecclefiaſtica'l Cognifance. . And if ſo; whether the Tempora!} 
Chriſtian Majeſtrates and civill Powers, as ſuch, have not now the felfelame 
divine Authority to _ ſuch ſinnes and ſinners under the Golpell,cnly 
with remporallpunuhments , witiout the interpcſiticn, Examination or 
Cenſures of any Church-Offcers or Presbyreries, as the Godly temporall 
Majelirates &;Civill pewers had thenunder the Law?If not, how the con- 
trary can be evidenced by.cleare Scriptures,and by yhar eats in particular? 
2. Whether the texts of Deut. 17.8.to 14.& 2.Chron.19.8.t0the.end,do 
warrant any Eccleſiafticall [wricdittion, Congregational or Claſſical in Cau- 
ſes meerely Ecclefialticall, or any meere Church cenſures,diftin& frem the 
Civill Majeſtracy,and temporall Cenlures,as ſome ney pretend?Whether. 
the genuine ſcope 2nd lence of theſe rexts, hold forth any more or other. 
juriſdition and power in the Prieffs, Levites,or High Prieff himielfe, there 
this: That they joyatly with the .cemporall Tudges , and chiefe of the Father: 
of Iſrae!\ not alone by themſelves]ſhould reſolve (nor ordinaty.plaine , or 
undiſpurable, bat @nly '«!l ach doubrfull,civill caſes or comrover fies which tha 
ordinary Indges or Majeftrats in their Cities held dubious, or too hard for them 
to determine aright, beteen[not (candall and ſcandall, or who ſhould be ex- 
communicated, ſuſpended from the Ordinances as ſcandalous, ignerans 
or unfit, and whonot | buc, between blood and blood. plea 41:4 plea , ſtrike axd 
froks, (being waters of civill controverſie ) in their gates;and between Law 
and Commundement, Statutes and Iudgm:nts,[towit the Judiciall writes Law 
ofGod } upcn whole expoſition amy civill doubrs, or controverſies ſheuld 


A} axile - 
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6 © Sixteen Important Queſtions, - 
arite ryhich the people themſelves con'!d not relolve, [whoſe ſuperior reſolu = | 
tions they foruld ſubmit to, and proceed accordingly to executton ; and he that | _ 


world preſumptuouſly diſobey and not ſubmit to their ſentence, was not to bee | 
*Dantr; 17,13 excommunicated or ſuſpended, *#u pt to death; (a meere ctvill cenſure _) ro 
T2 tertity ethers, And if this only be che ful lence and meaning of thele rexts, | 
whether any epiſcopal, Presbyreriall.claflical or congregational Inrisdiction * on 
co correc ſcangalls with meer Eccletiatticall cenſures can be deduced trom | c; 
them? Whether that ſpeech of [ehoſhaphat 2.Chron-Ig.11, Ard behold Amar | x 
Fiah the Chiefe Prieſt is over you in all matters of the Lord ( net icandslous T5 
finnes and Eccleſiaſticall Offences. committed by the Prieſts or people, } 
no matters of the Lerd, but ſins of men, derelieqd by rhe Lord; Jimply | 
: or neceſlarily enforce, that he had any Eccleſialticall Turridicticn in point | 
of judicature,to cenlure,puniſh all or any fort of ſcandalous finners with | 
Church cenſares{of which there is nct one liliable in the text ]velted in him 
by any divine Authority ? And if ſo,wberher it makes not moref.r Papall | 
and Archiepiſcopall,: hen Preabyteriall , Claſucall , or Congregatiogall Ate 
'thoricy? thispover or ſuperintendent Intisdiction over all matters of the 
Lorgheing veſted in this High Prieſt «lone , and no other. Or rather, 
, yhether iÞe nor clearly meant, that as King Joſiah hirmſelte did by his own 
Regal Authority appoint Iudyges inthe Land and in Jeruſalem, jn the pre- 
| ceeding $.6.7.8.9.Y 10.yeries,to determin all controverſies & pun'ſh all Offem. 
ces whatſoever according to the Lawes of God and that Kingaem;1o he didby 
che ſelfefame regal! Authority appoint Amariah, then chief Prieff, over the 
Priefts & Levites only , | implyed inthe werd Tow,not over the people of i 
:the Land | i» all matters of the Lord, that 1s to Order,dire&t the Pri. its and | 
Levites under him in their ſevera | conrſes,and al matters what ſoever Concere 
ning the worſhip, ſervice: Oblations and ſacrifices of the Lord,to be performed by 
thens 5 the T emple at Teruſalem : inthe lelteſame manner , as he ſet Zeba- 
diah the Ruler of the Houſe of Tudah , over all the K ings matters ; 1h the 
very next enſuing words? Thar 1s,(as all conſent. )nor cver the peopie and 
Kingdome for to judge and governe them. tor that.the Indges forementio. 
ned were to do; but over his houtehould, Lands, Reyenews as his Lord Frea. 
farer , -or Lord High Steward of the Revenewes of the Crowne, as the 
comparing of it with:z Chron.26.30. 33+(And of the Hetbronites, Haſhabiah 
and his Brethren," of valour a theuſand and ſeven hundred were Officers 
am2g them of Iſrael 0n this fide JordanweſtwardIN ALL BYSINESSES 
OF THE LORD & inthe ſervice of the King,&s. And his Brethren , men 
of Valloxr were two thonſaud ſeven hundred chiefe Fathers whom King David 
Alade Rulers over the Rubenites;,Gadites, and the halfe Tribe of Manaſſeth, for 
EVERY MATTER PERTAINING VNTO GOD and Officers of the 
King, joynitly: (therefore Church Officers made only by the King, and alterable 
at his pleaſure,not by axy Divine inſtitution of God himſclfe; ) and the paralel. 
ling it with theſe explanatory texts, 7 Chren.g.19.to 35.C,23+% 24:& $5.& , 
26.2 Chren.$.7.t0 14cc,8. 14.15.C.13.9.10,11.%2.c.26.16,0 21.C.29.3.t0 
25-C-3@A46.C.31,2.3.11, tO 29.C,35-2-42, Ezra.6,17.18, Neh $2449.10 47, 
compared 


ws | compared with Heb. 5.1.2. Por every hgh Prieſt taken from aAmng men, is 
bo , 
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touching Eccleſisflisall Iuriſaifinn and Cenſures, 7 


ordained for men IN THINGS PERTAINING To GOD 

that ht may offer bath gifis and ſacrifices for ſinnes, Ee, intallibly demon. 

firate? Andif fo, then what Divine warrant is there from hence for any 

' ſach Ecclefefticall Juriſdittion diſtint from the Temporall as many noiy 

| contend for from theſe ryo nored Texts?or for any Prieſts, Miniſters oithe 
Golpell, or Church Oficers diftin&t from the temporall Majeltracy,co exa- 
mine, correct any icandalous Offences by a meere Eccleſfalticall power, or 
to puniſh chem ith Chutch Cenlures,ditterent from civill puniihments ? 

| 3. Whether the Prieſis Iucifdiction to judge of [1| all cauſes of Leproſieſno 

| | LS p (1) Ley;c.r 7,” 

! ſcandalous-{in nor offence, bur a meer naturall infirmity,) and that onlya. & _ 

Imong the Jewes, yea as wellin H onſes, Garments Veſſels, [no ſubjects of Ec. a 

! clefiatticail cenſures| as Perſoxs : or their proceedings in the saſe of | mn | Je- 
loufe, by yertue. of exprefle ſpecial Leviticall or Judicial! Lawes (the only (#) Numb, g. 

:caſes wherein the P:1elts yere appointed to be as Judges in the old Tefta- n ) —_ 30. 
\ment, whole proper Othce was, | » ts offer facrifices and make attonement for ro, Leu.4.and 

Lines, net to cenſure or puniſh them ; | bee any infallible proofe of the Aaro. 5: ©6-7-0.7.7. 
nicall Prieſts or Presbyreries Ecclefiefticall Indicature or Juriſdiftion ry *: Num. 8.19 

:cenlure all fpirituall Leprofies of the foule with Church cenſares ? Or of eng 5 : 

«the Eccleſialticall juriſdicticn of Preſbyteries or Independent Congregations WI? 

ira judge or cenſure all cauſes of ſpirirxall Leprofie,or ſcandalons offences un- 

er the Goſpel!? And whither wee may nec as {oundly argue from the 
rit,, * De Leproſo amovendo ; an] the Statnte of 1 /ac, chap. 31. as they * Refift. f.2 67% - 

rom theſe Texts ; Afajors, Bayliffes of Townes, Juſtices of Peace, Conflables Fi. Net-Bre, 

xd other Officers way lawfully remove Leper: and ſet up perſons infefted with £2344 

the Plague of Peſtilence, Ergo, they may excemmunicate and ſuf; pend from 

the SaTament all fuch as are. candalouſly or notoriouſly infeted with 

the 'Leprofie and plague of (in? 

|. 4. Whither, Dext.13.12;13,14, of, 22.10, to 34. Iudg, 20. 1,to 18, 

2 Chroy, 19. 9.19 11. £274 10. 16,17, [where weread of temporall Of. 

Fcers, Princes lent and imployed Commitlioners, as well as Priefts, - 

to inquire aftcr Idolaters; Idolarry,rapes,mariages with heatheniſk Wives, 


? 


be ether Eccleſialticall crimes | compared together, hee nor a ſtronger 


cripture - evidence for preofe of: the Parliaments, and L«yy.Commiſioners 
uchoricy, coenquire after, yea panith {do/aters and ſcandaloxs funcrs, then 
any cextrs that can bee produced by the Preſbyterians or Independents our cf 
the Old Teftamenr. for probat of a divine right, either in their Claſſes, Preſ- 
bjteries or Independent Congregations to cenſure ſcandalons fins and finners 
brick Ecclefiaſticall cenſures.? Andwhither the Statates of 36; Hen,8.cap.t, + 
$1. Hes. 8. col o..| appointing 4 Lay Vicegerent in all Ecclefiafticall matters] 
$7;H::8.c.17.2E. 6. c. 2.1. Eliz.c.i. do not juſtific ſach Commiſſioners 
tobe legall as well as theſe texts, warrant them ro be in ſome ſort divine? 
.+ Fly. Whether there bee any precept-or prefident inall the Old Teſta. 
Kent directly. or puntually determining, that there was by divine infticuti- 
an zonable Eccleſiaſtical! juriſdiction veſted by God Himſelfe in 
lets, Leyiges, or any Jew Oiicors, to examine witneſſes upon Oath, — 
;" cOnvent. | 
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/ (oY Gen.27, deredts be performed in private, by che [#, Parerrs or Matters of the Fa. 
«x0. to28.c.21 wily, nor Pricſts or Levites ; and executed or earen by them in their 


; 04.20% I. juriſdiction that we read ofand were not preſenc at theſe ſacred ations 


; © 46. Mat.2s ther-or greater Ecclefialticall juriſdicticn-then-the Jevriſh High Prieft, 


: (9) 2Chro.z5 the Goſpell, as any godly Kings or Magilirates exetrciſed:under the Layy ? 
If youanſiver Negatively to the firſt and affirmatively ro the-larter of rnefey- 


« fermarively in the fick, and Negarively in the latter, chen ſhe ns dire 
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' tion of them from the Tabernacle, Temple, publike Aſſemblies Synagougs, 
Sacrifices, folemne publike Feltivalls, or other ſacred Ordinances for any 
ſcandalous fin whatſoever ? If to, thenwhat are thele precepts, prelidents, 
and ſcandalous fins in particular ? And whether it be probable they had any 
dire& authority given them by God : :imſelfe, ro ſuſpend or put backe any 

' from the Sacraments of Circumciſion, er:the Paſſeover (which Baptilme 
@:d the Lords Snpper now ſucceed) ſince both of thenr originally were or- 


4-<. 24.22.23 (» ) ſeverall private boyſes,yhere the Prieſts and Levices had no Eccleſfialti. 
dy * nnlefſe onely at {ome few ſolemne generall Pafieovers ac'[er#ſalem, where 
John.7. 22. they were buc Minifteriall, to | q | helpe kill the Paſſeover, and ſprink{e the 
Joh.19.237. bloud, not Magifteriall, to keep any backe from eating thereof, by any pre 
* 7-5. rext of Ecclehaſticall Authority ? 
$:4-75-21,90. , 619+ Whether Miniltersor Presbyteties under the Goſpell, have any 0- 
1740.26.Mer. Prieſts, and Levites had underthe Law ? Aud whicher Chriſtian Kings , 
-2X4- 12.t0 19. Maviſtrates have not as large an Eccleſiaſticall power ard Authority under 
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zJ.to 30, Ezra. aq gence 
-6.18.te2:. demands ; then how can that Eccleſiaſtical juriididtion of Presbyteries or 


z-Cor.1o.:.co Congregations, and their power of Church-cenſures, diſtin fromthe ci- 
'T. compared jill Magiſtracy, be any way juſtified or maintained by the'Scriprare ? If af. 


Scripture Authorities to convince our judgements of what yeu thus affers, 
-or elſe give over your pretence of us divixum? Ir isconfeſſed both by 


o See Quelti® He Preſdjterians, ordudependents, and cleare by ſundry * expreſſe rexts, that 


convent or cenſure any {candalous ſinners by excommunicatien, orſuſpen-F 


2aia. wes Chriftian Majeſtratesare Fre divine, and have an undoubred divine Au- 
*_*__  -chority, yeacommand to puniſh and cur oft all ſcandalous ſinners, Pſa.1 
5,7,8. Rom.13.1-t08. Pre. 260, 26. Whether Preſbyteries, or _— 
dent Congregations, have any divine Ecclehaſticall right ro puniſh:them 
.yvich Church cenfures, is very diſputable and denyed by many. Therefor 
it is the Tafeſt;readieſtway-to Unity and Reformation, ro remit the;punifh. 
menrof all ſcandalous offences to thecivill Mayiſtrare, rather than to th 
pretended diſpurable queltioned awhority of Presbyreries,Claſſes,or Inde-) 
.dependent Ccngregations. ( 
219, whether there be any expreſſe rexts in all-che New Teſtament, and 
what in particniar, which infallibly evince an Eecleſraſticall jurifdidtion by 
divinerightto be ſerled by Chriſt 11all Chriſtian Miniſters! Presbyreries 
or Congregations, & in which of them in particular,to continue nnaltera 
bly in all Churches of Chriſt co the end vf the world, for the excommuni 
cation or ſuſpention of all kinds of {candalousperſons fromthe Sacramen 
though they externally prerend and profefſe r ork ſimcererepe 1ngeq- 
,nerall * Qr any certaine rales-preſcribed them in whe Goſpell,. and in wha 


- 


-. 


nefe, £ 


{© 2iye the Sacrament © them ehengh excommunicated or luſpended. 
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reicular Texts fo: the due execution of this juritdiion in * all cales or , 
{candal's that may happen * If noe, whether it can probably bee imagine , FRETS . 
that Chrift in lis wiidome would ecett, in{ticuce and velt an Eccletiatticall eng ehn, 
Government in Chutch officers, itnour pre!cribing them any certain r1!es cafes /uSunms 
wherby to manage 1t 1n all particu/ars, and ieae them to proceed in an ar- 4geliea, Ro- 
birrary way,according rotheir meer pleaturcs, con raryto Mar, 28 19.207 {4 , Hoſt 
If yea, then produce thele texts te us for our ſatiztation, A nes 
Bly. What cules or preiigents arethere 1n Scripture toc 1eve parties grie- >.12: and. 

ved by unyuit. Eccletalticali centures cicner by appeales ur other wayes and other Cononifts 
co what ſuperior tribunals? If no luch rule; or prefidents appeare therin ; Tit, E400 
(admitting Presbyteries, cr Congregations Ecciebatticall jurifdictions, "04 :ond 
cenſurcs © be fwedtvire }rien wether oy Gols own Laiy Web pro: ides thEragech Wal 
them no re:ief, theparties injured mult not remain remediles when molt ma ubbwadkamtpg 
injuticuſly ientenced by any private Presbitery,Clafſis,.congregation with® concerning 
out ay help or ben<fic of Appeale to Provinciail, Nationall Synods,Parliae excommnaica. 
ments or the Civill Magittrate ? And if to : whether this wil not introduce #97: and ſul - 
as many ad{olure yrann2s and arvicrary Tribunals (againſt which we have 1mm 0p 
ſo nnich conrefted of late) as there are Presbyteries, or Congregations : CY £ 
eſpecial.y 1t we grant them a genera!l power of all things they themlelycs is noone lc 
ſball judge to be (Ccandals, without confining them to particulars, cr elta- nor Text in 
bliſh cheir juriſdictions by a divine right, which no meer humane poiyer or Scripture - 
1nfticurtion can control ? : Thea how _ 

Ninthly, whicher :f Chritt hack infticuced or left any exatt Eccletiaſtt- _ OO 
call juriſdiRion, dilcipline or power ef cenlures to his Church diftin® Ture Gains 
trom the c1vill Magiltracy and cenures, this pretended juriſdiction, dilci- 
pline or power be {0 abfolure and ſufficient of it ſelf alone, as to befully ade 
to correR, redrefſe, reforme all abules, ſcandalls, corrupticns, and tup- 
prefle all Herefies, Schiſmes, Errors, Viees, ariſing in eyery Church? If 
not,then we may jaltly ſuſpect, it is no reall juriſdiction nor diſcipline infti. 
tated by Chriſt, who world | r | imſtirmte and vequeath xo incomplete, nor (r) Deur, 22-4 
inper felt jureſdittion, judicatory,or diſcipline to his bed Beloved Spouſe the 2 Sara.22. 3 ' 
Charch : If yea, whither is that juriſdition nov conterided for by Preſoyre.. Plal. 1 9.7. 
rians or [udeperidents, iuch ?1f lo, then it is compleare, and every way ſelfe.. > Tim.3 1” 
fafciene withour the concurrence or aſſiſtance of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate 
er any temperall authority to affift, maintaine 1r;or ſupply its defeRs : Bn 
this none can truly affert nor aftirme. 

For Firſt, no Preſsytery,Claſſs,or Independent Congregation hath yer chal» 
lenged, nor can claim by divine right, any coercive power by way of attach- 
went, rmproſonment , or fine,to bring any party or witnes ſormmoned ſo much 
as tO-appeare before them , in caſe of wiltull neglect or retulal! ro appeare, 
or bee examined, to prepare any cauie ior ientence. 

Secondly,In caſe any Eccleſialticall Cenſure of Excommunication or Sul- 
pention be inflicted by chem upon ſcandalous perſons after full hearing, it 
they abſolutely contemne the ſame or refuſe ro conforme them{elves. or by 
Open violence intrude into the Congregation,Church or force the Miniſter 


Thicd'y, 
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Thirdly, In caſe any Hereticke, Schiſmaricke, or prophaxe perſon ſhall wil- 
fu'ly ſeparate from our Congregations, {as thou!ands now doe)refuting 
ro ccmmunicate with us in any Ordinances, preclaming us to bee no 
Churches, and paſle a ſchilmatica!l tencence of Non-Communion with us, 
by reaion of ſome unjult exceptions cr pretences againlt our Orthodox 
Doctrine, di.cipline, or ferme of Government ; and thereupon refule to 
appeare before our Presbyreries, Congregatiens,or ro {ubhmit unto their 
juriſdictions or cenlures; inall chele and tuch like caſes, chepretended 
divine Ecclefiaſticall power,cenlures cf Presbyteries,Claſſes,or Indepen. 
dent Congregations are at a Noxplrs,& io detective, invalid of themſelyes 
r2 enforce cbedicnce to tuch contumatious,cr reduce, reclaime ſuch here. 
ricall, ſchiſmaricall, or prophane perlons from their obltinacy, Hereſfies, 
Sc'1{mes and neglect of publike Ordinances,that they are enforced to pray 
;n ayde trem the Civil Magiſtrate by Capras excommunicatums, impriſon.. 
wents, fines,or other {uch civill compulſorymeans(the only eftetuall courle 

(*) 1 am aflu- by way of cenlure uicd in all ages to ſupprefle, reform|*] Herefies,Schilmes, 
red a ſpeciall and rhe only way to luppreſle, redrefle them now) without which all their 
_ = Ecclefiaiticall ceniures, are both contemptible, ineffeQual', and altogether 
— a6 drone 'o infufticient to reforme abuſes : So that if the Magiltrates be [-fidels, He. 
examine and Yeticks,or Schiſmaticks, who vill ner ; or prophanegnegligent, timorous or 
puniſh the {icentious perions, who care not or dare net to aililt the Fr:ſoyteries,Claſſes, 


broachersof or Congregaz10%7, in forcing ſubmilſion totheir Church proceſles, cenſures, * 


avs —_ they are fo defective and ineftetuall of themlelves, that none can juſtly 
bye ;* mg call, or infallibly prove them to be the Kingdome, Scepter, Government, 


 bapriſticall diſcip'ine and centures of Chrilt, whereby his Church nult onely bee go- 


Errors, and verned, purged, reformed, as lome nozy pretend them to be, 

gatherers of x F 
Schiſmarical! Ccnventicle:,wduld more ſupprefſe thera in ane month, then all Ecclefafticall Judicatories 
in an age. Sce Iuſtizian : Cod. (1. Tit 4.6. 8. & Codex. Theod : 86.16. Where we find obſtinate Here- 
ticks and Schiſraricks, by remporall Lawes thus puniſhed and ſuppreſſed : 1. They were diſabled to in- 
herit by diſcent, or to parchaſe any Lands ; to buy,(el], mak: any contraft, Will, or rake any Legacy ; 
to ſue, or to be witneſſes in any Court of Juſtice : v0 beare any Office, Civill, or Military ; to bee pre- 
ſens at any Councels or cle&ions,or ts Liſt themſelves Souldiers in the Army,wheace they were caſhicred 
when deteRed ro bee ſuch, ziy. Their goods were all confiſcated, or went to their next heires that were 
Orthodox : their perſons banithed, and in ſome caſes impriſoned and purto death. zly, Their heretical 
t ooks were prohibircd and burnt, the Houſes where they kept their Diurnall or NoQuraall Conventicles 
confiſcated, if kept there, with che Owners privityor conſent: If by the tenants privity without the 
Land-!orde, if the Tenant were puar ; then he was-publikely baſtanadoed or whipt, if rick then fined ; 
and th:ir Conventicles both 'n Churches and private places prohibited, ſupprefled,under ſevere penalties 
By theſe meaues and cenſures alenc Heretickes, Herefies, Sciſmaticks, have alwayes bin ſuppreſſed, re- 
firained in former oges ; but never by Church cenfures, which they both derided and conzemned; See 
Frid :"Lindebrogus Codex Legum Antiqu : Leger Wiſigothor, lib, 12, Tit.2, Lex, 2, Neap. 1. Tit.1,2, 
Capital : Karoli & Lud. l.5.tit,183, Pauli Geſchimij, Conftit : Caroline,Rubr.z, 4, 5. with our own 
Statutes againſt Recuſants, and Hereticks ; And theſe wil be the only meancs to ſuppreſſe them now, 


roly. Whither Matth.18.15. 16, 17. (if meantof Chriſtian Preſbyte.. 
ries or Church-officers as is pretended,not of the civill Magiſtracy or Jew. 
iſh Sanhedrim ;) gives any authority to them to proceed ex officio again 
notorious ſcandalous finnes | gs Idelatry, Blaſphemy, ſtaring, drunkennefſe, 
c,) 
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&e.) fince ir ipeakes not of any publike icandalous offences againft God * So this word 
and the Church, bur only of private perſonall * rreſpaſſes berweenman and 7re/pas is uſed 
man, to bee proceeded againlt only upon the voluntary complaint of the megane, 
party oftended, afcer previous private admonitions, and chen reproofes bes x —_ 4,157 
torewitneſſes, yea, of ſach offences, which upon private ſatisfation we are Gen, ; ee” 
to forgive 77. times, withourany pablike complaint, or cenſure, Luke 17. cap.50,17.r, 
3- 4. Therefore not meant ©! meer publike ſcandalls, which no private S235, 28, 
man can remie, nor no Church or Presbyterie will grant that they eught be wy ſome 


© . - aver iti 
to bee 77. times remittedone after another, without the leatt ſuſpenſio# or never Od ra 


 Excommunication , upon mecr externall ſheyes of Repentance * And whe- Scripture but 


ther, thou haſt gained thy brother, in this Text, be meant properly of gaining for a trepaſſe 
him to God by true Repentance, or oniy unto him who gaines him, by ®* lia again 
way of reconciliation, and reneiving frienJſhip, as the phraſe ic ſelfe, com- Gad. 
pared with Prov.18.19. Intimates. 
11ly. Whether, As 25. 1.to 36. where a Syned of Apoſtles, Eldevr, 
and Brethren met together ar Jer»/alems, to debateand reſolve a dubious 
point of doRcine onely about circumciſion, without exerciſing any aRt of 
diſcipline or Eccleſiaſtica'l cenlure en any ſeandalous pe:ſon,be a ſound di- 
vine Authority, coevidence to any mans conſcience, the Divine Right of 
Preſayteries, Claſſes, or Independent Congregations, to inflict Eccleſialtical! 
cenſures vpen ſcandalous Delinquents,or ro examine witneſſes upon Oath 
againſt them, of which chere is nor one fillable in that Text ? 
t21y. Whether the precept of Paul, 1 Cor.5.1 3, for putting away from among 
them the inceFtuows perſon,wrieten to this particular Church in this cne cale 
of Incelt onely, againſt which heinous ſcandalous finn?, being then under 
Heathen Magiltrates,they could nor lately complaine ro them of it withoat 
great {candall,nor go rs Law before them for ordinary juft civil things without 
reat offence, as appeares by the very next words, 1 Cor. 6.1-ro 9. when az 
- the Law of God, had the Magiltrates there beene Jewes or Chriſtians, 
this lſinne of Inceſt was to bee pamſhed by them, not with excommunica- 
tion or luſpention from the Chutch, bat death it ſelfe, Leviticus 18.3. c.20. 
I1, x2. Beany fatisfactory or infallible argument for the continuance and 
exerciſe of Excommunication, ot Suſpention from the Sacrament 1a all 
Churches of Chriſt inall ſucceeding ages in all cther caſes cf ſin or ſcandal, 
theugh the Magiſtrates in them be chriſtian , and may, yea cughrt to puniſh 
thoſe finnes with death or other remporall cenſures, if complained of ? 
VVhether thoſe that preſſe this text, may net as well conclude frem the 
very next werds x Cor.6.4.t0 9. that itis unlawfull fer Chriſtians to go to 
Law before any Chriſtian Indges now, and that they mult ſue only before 
Presbiteries or Congregations. fcr meer temporall matters, becauſe Per! 
then commanded the Corinthians , not to goe to Law before heathen 
Tudges to preyent ſcandall,but only in the Church before the Saints, or 
fuch Indges as the Church ſhould appoint them?As inferregthat all Scanda- 
lous perſons muſt be excommunicared and ſuſpended from the Sacrament 
by Claſſes Presbyreryes, and cenſured only by them now, not by the Chri- 
ftian Majeltrate, becaule the inceſtuous Corinthian was then Ordered 0 
B 2 - 
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Aoi — cc 
he put away and pan-ihed by the Church and Saints of Corenth, tor want of 
a Chriſtian Majeltrate topuniſh him wich death , or corporall cenſares ? 
Yea whether they may nor as Logically and 7 heelopically argue from rhe 
very next caapter. I Cor. 7. 27. where Paul writes thus: 1 ſuppoſe therefor s 
that this is good for the preſent diftreſſe (or neceſeity) for a man not to touch a 
Weom 21,07 marr); Ergo,it is lawfulli yea - neceſſary for Chriſtian men or 
Women 11 all ages,Churches of Chriſt to youy perpernall Vrrginny, and not 
ro mary at al',as the Papiſts thence interre in defence of their Monks, Nowg, 
and «:»2erried Clergy, ASreaion from this text, That Paulin regard of 
che Corinchians preſent diltreſie and neceſſity for want of Chriftiau Ma- 
jeſtrates to punith this inceſtuou? perſon with death and civill Cenlures ad- 
viieth the Camrch of Coriath, Toput away from AMONG. THEM. 
SELVES that wicked perſon; | ex thing as ome read it: ] Ergoall Miniſters 
P:esbyceries,and particular congrevations of Chrilt have a divine inherene 
Eccletiaſticall right and power in them to puniſh nor only inceftuous 
perſons, bur all other ſcandalous finners with Excommunication, fuſpentioa 
trom the Sacrament, & other Church.cenſures,evenwhen & where there is 
n0 tuch neceſſity nor defe&t cf Chriltian Magiſtrates, but fuſficient fjore 
of chem both able and willing to punth ſuch wieh c1y1]l puniſhmears an= 
liverable ro their crimes and{canda!ls ? This 1s all chat can be extracted 
tram this text, whereon they moſtrealy ; Waich mult needs bee a groſle 
inconlequent. becauſe no Apoltolicall advice to any one particular Church | 
upon 2 private Cxtraordinaty Gccalion and weecllity onely,. can or cught to 
bee a generall binding Law or Inſtitution of Chcilt to oblige ail other. } 
Cuinreches whatſoever in the like,cr any other cales,yhere there 1s no (uch, [ 
extraordinary occation or neceflity; As iscleare by one pregnant eyi. | 
dence inthe 16. chap. cf this yery Epittie, c. 1.2, concerning the Col. 
bk leftion they aaViſed to be made for the Sants, by the Corinthians every firf 
riumpbing <axcf the weeke, or weekely ; which being bur aparticular advice and ds-. 
over falſhoo! reGrov to this Church for tha* one Cllettros ; 15* no binding Lawer Rule 
eP-I35-IF6. toallnther Churches of Chriſt ftrictly to imitate 1n all their enſuing Col. 
lections, as is evident by As 13.28, 29, 30. 2 Cor. 8.1. t021-C.9. 1.0 
I5, Rsm.13.25 25, Phil. 4.14. to 2G. Elie no Church could fince appoint, | 
any publike monerhly Colletions on weeke dayes, but onely weekely 
Collections on the Lords-Day, under paine of tranſgreſſing the inſticu- 
ſticurtion of Chrilt and this Apoſtle ; which none dare averce-: Howeyer, 
tince tne Apoltle writes not here ro any Claſſis, Preſoytery, or Preſbyter, 
but.cothe whole Church ar Corinch; TO PUT AW.AY-FROM 
AMONG. THEMSELVES, rhat wicked perſon : | that 1s, to ſe* 2 
clude him wiolly from their Congregation, Charch, comnany, and not {0 : 
much 4 t9 eat with him at their T ables or keepe any compmery with him at all, | J 
as is evident by ver. 7. 9. 17,) notto ſuſpend him onely from rhe Lords | 
Supper, of which there is nor one 1y\lable in this Chap. nor of any ſach fuſe. * , 
pent:0N in the 20.&q1 chap.where he prrpoſely treates of this Sacrament; p 
wemay very well queltion, whether it makes ncrmore again(t Presbyreries | , 
and Claſſes divine, poyer of Excommmunication , and a bare in{perticn, a 
Or 5 
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Ecclefiaſticall Inriſditton and Cenſure "4 : 
_ . en av ESI" YL 7 a ; 
of icandalons perſons from the Lords Supper only, wichout ſecluding then; y 
4il:XIis. 41 0%#- 


from all other Ordinances and Church Aſemblies 2s well as it, then $a. 
them: it heino contrary Lo 2. diti ® # ; ONT a b en tor I'S | 
, D Y TO Ne Very Crnintiticn & F ; _— 
. ue Rt Practlic Of excommurnicatis 
hitherto knezyne and uted in the Chutch, to Excommunicate a notori . PR IS EM 
: —_” , Ilous = :.30iss in 
———_—— —__ the Lord ſupper only onee a Moneth. a Gaarter, a 4.5ndilt. an 
yeare, tor feare of inte&ting orl;ers, and yet to admit hi EOS.” Shams £6 
. re a yer re tim. daily cr yy eekly 
© Joy Be with the Church in all other Ordinances bur it alone : when al 85H an- 
[4 |Schoelmen.b|Canonifts refolye,t}. ar excommunication eſpecially that rhe dans Dar ae 
cali Afajor Excemmiunication f excinde nate L ly f y Aaatt cy dus,in 4 ient. 
6rament,but likew; rg 4 | - only from the Sa. diſt.18.p.biuſ- 
"a F - iſe from entving ints the Church, the ſociety of men prayers of teildus enchi- 
- fact "ft ;avd thoſe who wittingly keepe company buy or ſell with ſuch are to 154 Theoli : 
ipſo fatto excommunicated. \\hereas many now pretend it ſhould fectude 225 5:© 3+ 
men from the Lords Supper only, but not trom 2ny other Qrginance —_ IT 
trary to thi-,to: c 'other Texts and all ſound Antiquity TION _— : 
L3ly. Wheth | ; xp 3. SSmme An” 
= - y | rare _ be ary ground or example at all in Scripture to en- gelice, & Ro 
J ny Ch vil Chrittian Majeltrate,in cles of obfinacy, contumacy a. /&/{+.1it, Ex- 
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amination of the icandalls, of purpoſe to ſub;e& them to Church cen- 
ſures ? Since wee read of no ſuch Examinaticns upon Oath practiled by 
Preſbyterics, (/hurch.Officers , or particular Congregations among the 
Jewes or Chriltians in Scripture : which if taken in writing and record- 
ed (as they ought to be, that fo they may be produced, {canned upon Ap, 
peales)there muſt then he a particular e-ramizer,or R-g Fer at !eatt appoin. 
red in every Preſbyterie. Claſſis, and Provinciall Synod to record them ; 
for which they will expeR a conſtant Fee from the Church or State, or an 
anfiverab'e recompence from the patties accuſing or acculed; which cannoe 
be ſetled without AT or Ordinanceof Parliament ( bcing ney Fees and 
Offices) and ſo it will dra a very great unneceflary charge(farre greater 
chen that cf Biſheps and their Officialls) upon the people, which they wil 
very unillingly beare.In which regard it is fiteft the ctvill Majeſtraces or 
Juſtices of Peace ſhould only rake the Examinations, icandalls as they 
do in caſes of Felony and other crimes,and certify them tO the Presbyteries, 
or Claſlis,as there ſhall be need. 

I5ly. Whether it be not both unjuſt and unreaſonable topreſſe the Par. 
lament to ſettle any kinde of Church-government as preſcribed /xre di- 
#9 before it be clearely demonſtrated or manifeſted ro thett Iudgements 
caniciences to be ſo, by Perſpicucus undenyable proofes from Scripture ? 
Or to impcrtune them to grant any unlimited arbicrary power to Claſſes, 
Precbiteries , or Congregations , to judge ofunknowne contingent ſcan- 
dals, (never yet thus cenſured from Adams or Chriſts dayes til new [before 
they can ſo much as conjeure what they are,or where ever they ill bee 
perpetrated inour Churches?ince oftences always uſe to b]preceed Laws 
made to puniſh them;and,ex malts moribus opting orinntnr leges 2s all Po. 
lititians have reſolved ? Whether the demanding of fuch an unlimiced 
power to be no eſtabliſhed, be not as bad.yea more unrealonable then the 
late Prelates,&c.Oath (molt julily damned declaimed againtt,) and (avors 
not more of wilfulines then C onſcience,of the ſpiric of | 5 | Diotrephes then of 
Chriſt , of whole Kingdome ſome pretend ir ro bee a molt neceſſary and 
inſeperable Branch ? And whether any Prophet, Apoſtle , Gedly Presby. 
cer, privat Congregation or Claſſts , in the primitive Church, ever ſollici- 
ted their Princes or Parliaments for ſuch an exorbitant unlimited power ? 

I 6. Whether Chritian Princes and Majeftrates& indulging of over<much 
power, Honovur,and Eccleſtaſticall Authority in point of Iurifdiction ,Church 
Cenſures, and Exccmmunication in former ayes tothe Clergy , under 
this apprehention,perſyaftiongthar they were molt pious, conſcientious, ho- 
ly,moderar, juſt and humble perſons who would exerciſe it for Gods Gle- 
ry only,and the Churches gocd ; hath not beene the true Originall cauſe 
of all that Mytichriflian Tyranny, Perſecution, exorbitances, cf Popiſh Pre- 
lates,and Clergy men, whichhave over-ſpred,corrupred, infefted the Church 
and people of God? And whether fermer examples of this kinde may nor 
jultly leſfon us to beiyare of the like Error for the preſent ; though our 
Miniſters who claime this Ecclelialticall Inrisdition now conteſted 
for by a Divine Right be never fo Godly,upright,difcreer , humble,conſci- 
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